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We Get The Rulers We Deserve

@The frogs were tired of having no one to govern @them. and sent a
deputation to Zeus to ask for a king. ©He saw how ®simple they were. ©
So first of all he just dropped a block of wood in the pond. &®For a moment
they were frightened by ©the splash and dived to the bottom. @Then.
since @Wthe wood staved quite still, they came to the surface, and in the
end they became so contemptuous of it that they jumped up and squatted
on it. ®Thinking it undignified to be ruled by such a thing, they
approached Zeus again and asked him to change their king: this one. they
said. was too ®easy-going. ®WLosing patience with them, he sent them a
water-snake, which devoured ®as many of them as it could catch.

This fable teaches us that we are better off with an indolent and harmless ruler than
with a mischief-making tyrant.
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The Frogs Who Asked For a King

@O The frog nation®, becoming bored
With democracy, raised such a fractious® cry
That Jupiter appointed them an overlord©.
©The king who came down was far from being harsh; @
Yet he made such a noise when he fell from the sky
That the people of the marsh
Rushed to hide themselves in the pools.
In the reeds and rushes, in every nook®
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Of their froggy bog,
Without for a long time daring to face
This strange giant. ©In fact it was a log
That had made the awesome splash. @The first frog
Who was daring enough to take a look
Quitted his hiding place
And swam up, trembling in every limb.
®Another followed the first, a third followed him,
Until finally a whole swarm.
Getting cheekier and bolder,
Actually hopped on their monarch’s shoulder,
Without a murmur of protest from the inert form
Of the old chap. ®Before long the frogs were clamouring: &
"We want an active king!’
@By now nearly out of his mind
With annoyance, Jupiter sent them a crane,
Who breakfasted and lunched and dined
On frogs whenever he felt inclined.
©@And still the frogs continued to complain.
@This time Jupiter told them flat:
‘Don’t be silly. Do you think that my decrees
Can be replaced just as frogs please?
To start with, you should have kept
Your own government. Failing to do that,
You should have been content to accept
Your first king, who was amiable and kind.
Learn to be grateful
For the one you have - or you may find
The next king far more hateful.”
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