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Korean Word Learning: Ontological Concept,
Whole Object Constraint, Shape Similarity,
and Shape Complexity

Hyeonjin Lee
Department of Early Education, Yeungnam University

We attempt to investigate the role of ontological concept such as solid object and non-solid
substance, whole object constraint, shape similarity, and shape complexity in Korean word
learning by presenting two experiments. We suggest that the ontological concept plays a role
as a universal constraint on word leaming, and language specificity also influences early word
leaming. The 'No mass—count syntax’ in Korean might incorporate the fact that the
Korean-speaking children show stronger orientation toward shape similarity in the substance
trials than the English-speaking children do. Other factors such as whole object constraint and
stimulus complexity also influence children’s responses in word learning.

Keywords: word meaning, ontological concept, shape similarity, shape complexity, whole
object constraint



